
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Roma, 10 gennaio 2023 
 
Circolare n. 6/2023 
 
Oggetto: Trasporti internazionali – Regno Unito – Attuazione delle modifiche 
delle condizioni per l’accesso al mercato a seguito della Brexit – Nota del 
Ministero dei Trasporti del Regno Unito del 4.1.2023. 
 
Come è noto, a partire da quest’anno alle imprese stabilite negli Stati membri UE non 
è più consentito: 
 
- effettuare operazioni di cabotaggio quando i veicoli entrano scarichi in territorio 
britannico (ferma restando la possibilità di effettuare fino a due operazioni di cabo-
taggio entro i sette giorni successivi a un trasporto internazionale effettuato nel ter-
ritorio britannico); 
- effettuare trasporti combinati; 
- eseguire traffici triangolari (carico delle merci in territorio britannico e relativo tra-
sporto con destinazione in altro Stato extra UE) con licenza comunitaria bensì con 
autorizzazione CEMT. 
 
Il Ministero dei Trasporti britannico ha comunicato che tutte le novità relative alla 
legislazione sull’autotrasporto a seguito dell’accordo di cooperazione UE e Regno 
Unito siglato il 24.12.2020 ed entrato in vigore il 24.12.2022 sono ora consultabili 
collegandosi ai seguenti indirizzi: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1260/contents/made; 
https://www.itf-oecd.org/country-licences.  
 
È stato altresì comunicato che fino all’1 aprile 2023 le autorità britanniche che effet-
tuano controlli stradali sui veicoli non procederanno a comminare sanzioni nei con-
fronti delle imprese che non dovessero rispettare le disposizioni normative vigenti. 
 
 
Cristiana Marrone Per riferimenti confronta circ.re conf.le n. 313/2022  
Responsabile di Area Allegato uno 
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To:  Jean-Louis Colson 
Head of Unit and Co-Chair of EU/UK Specialised  
Road Transport Committee 
Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport 
European Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
Implementation in UK of certain road transport access requirements further to 
the EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement 
 
Changes in UK domestic law came into force on 24 December 2022 connected with 

the implementation of some aspects of the UK – UK Trade and Co-operation 

Agreement (TCA).  These are set out in a statutory instrument entitled “the Drivers’ 

Hours, Tachographs, International Road Haulage and Licensing of Operators 

(Amendment) Regulations 2022”, published at 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1260/contents/made.   

I have received some questions about the changes.  I should like to set them out 

again clearly, including for your Member States and their road haulage operators.  

There are three access issues affecting road haulage operators established in any 

EU Member State. 

The first two relate to specific rights that EU operators had for road legs within the 

UK prior to the UK’s departure from the EU. The first is the specific right for EU 

operators for road legs within Great Britain classified as “combined transport” in EU 

Directive 92/106/EEC. The second is the cabotage right in the UK following unladen 

entry. Neither is provided for in the TCA.  Neither right is in effect anymore.  I 

emphasise international journeys by coupled combinations of vehicles using the 

Eurotunnel shuttle or roll-on/roll off ferries are not affected by the lack of combined 

transport rights.   The right of two cabotage journeys within seven days of the 

unloading of an international arrival is set out in the TCA and not a subject of this 

statutory instrument. 

Duncan Price 
Head of Road Freight Regulation 
Department for Transport 
3rd Floor, Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
 
Web Site: www.dft.gov. 
 
Date: 4 January 2023 
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Thirdly, triangular traffic between the UK and other non-EU Member States 

(including the EFTA States - in mainland Europe Switzerland, Norway and 

Liechtenstein) requires the use of the European Conference of Ministers of Transport 

(ECMT) scheme for EU operators.  I emphasise no transit movements involving the 

UK are affected.  The access requirements relate to the international journey of the 

motor vehicle, or if it is part of a coupled combination the motor vehicle and trailer 

together.  This is as opposed to the ultimate origin and destination of the load, 

container or trailer (if hauled by another motor vehicle).  As an illustrative example, 

for a product from China transported from China to the EU by road and re-loaded 

within the EU for road transport to the UK, access to the UK is via a bilateral EU to 

UK road transport, not via a triangular road transport. 

There is more information available at the UK page of the International Transport 

Forum website at: https://www.itf-oecd.org/country-licences, in particular the notes of 

2 and 23 December 2022 and 27 September 2021. 

The UK approach to enforcing these requirements is intended to be similar to the 

previous enforcement of cabotage rules, being mainly by roadside checks by the 

Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA).   

Until 1st April 2023, the DVSA will not apply sanctions (such as prohibiting onward 

transport or financial penalties) other than oral or written warnings, in relation to the 

three types of access for EU operators outlined in this letter.  This includes if the 

requirement for an ECMT permit for EU operators for transports between the UK and 

non-EU countries is not met.  This is provided there is a valid Community Licence in 

the vehicle.  The maximum cabotage of two journeys within seven days of unloading 

of an international arrival is being enforced as usual. 

I am copying this note to the International Road Transport Union.  I request it be 

brought to the attention of the relevant representatives of EU Member States. 

 
Duncan Price 
Deputy Director  
Road Freight Regulation 
 
Copy to: International Road Transport Union 

Hannah Tooze, Katherine MacDivitt, UK Co-Chairs, EU/UK Specialised 
Road Transport Committee 
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